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DR. ERIK J. BITTERBAUM
On July 14, 2003, Erik J. Bitterbaum
became SUNYCortlands tenth president
since its founding in 1868 as the Cortland
Normal School.
The 51-year-old New York City native
came to Cortland from West Virginia
University at Parkersburg (WVUP), where
he served three years as president and
regional vice president for West Virginia
University at Morgantown with responsibilities for the educational
and economic development of western West Virginia.
Bitterbaum attended Kalani High School in Honolulu, Hawaii. He
graduated cum laude with a BA in Biology from Occidental College in
Los Angeles, Calif During his junior year, he studied abroad at Sussex
University in Falmer, England. He earned an MA in Biology from
Occidental and a Ph.D. in Zoology from the University of Florida,
where he was an instructor in the Department of Zoology.
From 1981-90, Bitterbaum was an assistant and later an associate
professor in the Department of Biology at Nebraska Wesleyan University
(NWU) in Lincoln, Neb. He concurrently became NWU's assistant
provost for lifelong learning from 1983-87 and its associate provost
from 1987-90.
In 1990, Bitterbaum became vice president for academic affairs at
Methodist College in Fayetteville, N.C., where he also held the rank of
professor in the Department of Biology In 1994, he Joined Missouri
Southern State College in Joplin as the vice president for academic
affairs and a fully tenured professor of biology. A member of the
Academy of American Poets, Bitterbaum won the 1997 Missouri
Writers' Award for Poetry.
Bitterbaum has been inducted into Beta Beta Beta national biology
honorary, Kappa Delta Pi national education honorary, Phi Sigma Iota
national foreign languages honorary, and Omicron Delta Kappa national
leadership honorary
He and his wife, Ellen Burton, have two children, David and Anna.
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